
 

From the Ink of Pastor Spink   
 

 

Dear Loving Church Family, 

 

Your expressions of love and respect 

demonstrated Sunday, March 8
th

, will be forever 

cherished by Debbie and me.  I had a couple of 

clues that you were going to do something to 

commemorate the 25
th

 Anniversary as Senior 

Pastor of Berea Baptist Church, but I did not 

know what or when.  You not only surprised me, 

you overwhelmed us with your outpouring of 

love. 

 

Your celebration with the recognition and dinner 

was just the beginning.  The many cards with 

generous gifts were an expression of love which 

is deep.  I was especially humbled by the many 

letters and personal communications which you 

gave.  It became obvious to that many of you 

have a high respect for your pastor and wife.  I 

suspected much of that before last week! But I 

was unaware of the depth and breadth of that 

respect.  I was truly overwhelmed by all of your 

expressions and words!  I feel unworthy, and at 

times, embarrassed.  

 

I was also challenged to become more like the 

shepherd you think and imagine me to be!  

Thank you for the commemorative shepherd’s 

crook.  Your personal signatures on that crook 

remind me of the special relationships we enjoy 

and of my God-ordained responsibility as an 

under-shepherd to His flock. 

 

I would also like to thank all those from afar who 

sent cards, letters, gifts, and some who even 

joined us for that special day.  It was a special 

surprise to see my Father, Mother, sister and 

nephew show up that morning.  I was also 

shocked to see my former pastor, under whose 

ministry I was saved; Pastor Dwight and Betty 

Kenyon from Syracuse, NY joined us for that 

day. 

 

A pastor could not ask or hope for a more loving 

church family!  Thank you all once again and 

may God richly bless you all.  

 I love you! 
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HEALTH  NEWS 

Gayle Kaye is recovering from stomach surgery. 

Toni Sabo has been diagnosed with bone cancer. 

Virginia Marshall is being treated for leukemia. 

Harold Valentine is in Parkside Villa for rehab after 

a brief stay at the hospital. 

Art Cobb is recovering from knee surgery. 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  
April  
  6  Mark & Tracy Hollars 

25  Randy & Margaret Grass 

 

May 
2    Dick & Betty Altimus     5    Paul & Doris Troop 

5     Eric & Heather Vestfal   7    Ken & Wanda Sull 

15  Darren & Dawn Snelling  16  Ron & Gayle Kaye 

16  Craig & Theresa Mechura 

23  Bob & Donna Bennett ï 45th 

29  James & Nancy Beach   29  Bob & Toni Sabo 

  

SPECIAL ANNIVERSAR Y 
  

 A spaghetti 

dinner, a basketful 

of handwritten 

letters, honored 

guests and the 

presentation of a 

Shepherds staff 

marked the 25th 

year of ministry 

for Pastor Kenneth 

J. Spink and his 

wife, Debbie, at 

Berea Baptist 

Church in Berea, 

Ohio.  A surprise celebration was held on March 8
th

, 

2009, to honor the couple who have demonstrated 

the Lord's love and compassion for the flock so 

faithfully over the years. 

  

Pastor Spink began his ministry at the church in 

1982 as assistant to Rev. Derwin Hauser, in the 

capacity of Youth Pastor. During that time, Debbie 

was active in music ministry, children’s work, and 

busy organizing a children's choir.  Two years later, 

in March of 1984, Pastor Spink became the Senior 

Pastor of the church. Although he was only 25 years 

of age, the membership believed his heart for the 

Lord, the Word, and the church was of God, and they 

called him to the Senior Pastorate.    

  

Several guests 

were present 

to 

congratulate 

Pastor and 

Debbie.  Dr. 

Stephen and 

Barbara 

Spink, 

Pastor’s 

parents, traveled from New York State for the 

celebration.  Three of the PKs made it home: Ben, 

Kaylin, and Andrew, along with his new wife, Katie.  

Dr. Kevin Bauder, President of Central Baptist 

Theological 

Seminary spoke in 

the morning and 

evening services.   

Rev. Dwight Kenyon, 

Pastor Spink’s first 

Pastor, and his wife 

were a special 

surprise blessing for 

the day. 

  

As part of the Morning Worship Service, the original 

letter of commission was read aloud. Pastor and 

Debbie were then presented with the basket full 

of letters and a handmade Shepherd's staff. The staff 

was later signed by the members of the church.  Cheri 

Minch put together a terrific, commemorative DVD 

which was shown at the end of the service.  All in all, 

it was a blessed day and truly a God-honoring 

celebration of 25 years of ministry based on faithful 

dedication to our Lord.  Congratulations, Pastor and 

Debbie Spink! 

 

  WMF  

 

The Hebron 

Women’s 

Missionary Union 

meeting was held 

March 17th at Faith 

Baptist Church in 

Amherst. Berea 

Baptist donated 21 

backpacks for the inner city children as part of the 

outreach ministry of Faith Baptist Community Center. 



 

COUPLESô RETREAT  

The Charm Countryview Inn  will be the location 

of the 2009 Couples’ Retreat, April 17-18.  Rev. Ben 

Reed and his wife, Pam, will speak on the topic, 

“THE SEASONS OF LOVE”  The Retreat begins 

with dinner at Dutch Valley Restaurant in Sugar 

Creek at 6:30 p.m. on Friday.  The cost of $148 

includes dinner, lodging, and breakfast for the 

couple.  Sign up began 

on March 22 and will 

be on a first come basis 

with a $50 deposit.  

Overflow will be at 

Miller’s Bed & 

Breakfast nearby. 

 

 
 

The Berea Baptist 

Church seniors’ 

events on the 

schedule for 2009 

are listed below.  

There are activities 

planned for nine months, March through November.  

Please take note of them and write the dates on your 

calendar.  More detailed information will be 

disseminated closer to each event.  The planned 

activities will begin in March and are 

 

March 27
th

  –  Evening Senior/Young Peoples 

Potluck Meal (6:00-8:30 p.m.) 

April 30
th

    --  Health Talk/both Physical & Spiritual 

(1:30-4:00 p.m.) 

May 19
th

     --  Excursion to President Hayes Home 

& Library (Fremont) 

June 11
th

  --  Trip to Sauder Village, (all day) 

July 27
th

  --  Ride the Good Times (lunch on the 

boat) 

August 11
th  

--  Trip to Bodenmiller’s Pymatuning 

cottage 

September 11
th

 –  Picnic in the Metropark 

October 13
th

  -- Cleveland Botanical Garden 

November 2
nd

 -- Trip to Lehman’s Hardware 

(Kidron) 

 

The excursions and activities of 2008 were enjoyed 

by many.  I hope that you are able to come along for 

the scheduled events of 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOVE: THE FEAST    

  BELOW: THE FELLOWSHIP 



NEW MEMBERS  

 

DR. ERIC FRIEDRICH  was born in the old Berea 

Hospital on Bagley and Front streets and grew up in 

North Royalton. Upon graduation from high school, 

he went to Toledo University for his Bachelors in 

Biology, to Pennsylvania College of Optometry in 

Philadelphia for another Bachelors degree and his 

Doctorate.  Eric interned at Cherry Point Naval 

Hospital in North Carolina and Mountain View 

Optometry clinic in Mountain View, California. 

 

He likes to bicycle, ski, camp, play soccer, 

basketball, football, and baseball.  He especially 

enjoys wrestling with his four children.  The kids 

love to help their dad cook and bake.  Jack is 12, 

Hannah 11, Katrina 9, and Nick 8.  Jack likes video 

games and basketball. Nick likes all sports. Katrina 

likes dancing, coloring, and playing teacher.  

Hannah likes cheerleading and coloring. 

 

After graduating from high school, DIANA 

ELVIDGE  decided to go to Remington College, 

where she received her medical assisting degree.  

From there, she went on to be a dialysis technician 

and worked for a while at the American Red Cross 

as a phlebotomist.  Presently, Diana is employed by 

Fersenius Medical Care and she takes care of billing 

and insurance for dialysis patients.  Her hobbies 

include reading and writing (especially poetry).  Her 

most favorite activity is going to the horse barns in 

Berea, to ride and take care of horses. 

 

ART COBB  grew up on a small farm in Solon, OH.  

He enlisted in the Army and trained as a Military 

Policeman.  After serving in Korea, Vietnam, and 

Homestead Air Force Base, he joined the Cleveland 

Police Department, working for the 4
th

 District 

Detective Bureau for most of the 27 years.  During 

the early years on the force, Art graduated from 

Akron University.  Upon retirement, he worked as a 

probation officer for Cuyahoga County.  His time 

now is spent doing part-time security for Channel 5 

TV, and caring for his grandsons.  Snow skiing has 

been his wintertime activity, and he has skied in 

almost every major ski area in the US and Canada! 

 

BECKY COBB  grew up in a pastor’s home in a 

small town along the Elk River, outside of 

Charleston, WV.  It was a big change when her 

family moved to the faster-paced, big city of 

Cleveland in 1954.  After graduating from 

Cedarville College, she began teaching elementary 

school.  Her teaching career has included Christian 

and public schools, and presently finds her 

substituting in the Parma district.  Becky’s hobbies 

are counted-cross-stitching and basket weaving.  Art 

and Becky enjoy activities at their families’ cottage 

on Chautauqua Lake, NY.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although not a new member, Rachel Mayer took on 

the name of Bouw when she and Ben were officially 

married by proxy on February 27.  

CONGRATULATIONS Mr. & Mrs. Bouw!!  
 

NATIONAL  DAY OF PRAYER  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Day of Prayer is Thursday, May 7
th

.  

The church will be open from 7 AM to 7 PM for 

anyone to come and intercede on behalf of our nation, 

stat, and local community.  Please take note of this 

important event and plan to join us in prayer! 

 



LIBRARY  BOOK NOOK  

 

THE BLACK 

WIDOW SPIDER 

MYSTERY  

SPECIAL #21 

By G. C. Warner 

 

When the Boxcar 

Children find out that 

they have new 

neighbors a couple 

doors down, they 

decide to make them a 

cake for their arrival. 

When they get there, 

they are a little 

worried. Their big 

black gate has huge 

black spiders on it and their house is surrounded by 

an enormous wall. They decide to go in, but before 

they get a chance to knock, the door opens. A lady 

dressed all in black meets them. They are all 

stunned; finally Benny remembers the cake. After 

talking awhile, they ask if they can help her unpack. 

She accepted their offer. The next day she told them 

where the boxes went. Some boxes had red 

hourglasses on them, but she said to leave those 

boxes alone. After unpacking for a few days, they 

find some weird words on a piece of paper. When 

they go to the library to research, they find out they 

were names of spiders. After a week’s work, Benny 

was asked to put the box with the hourglass by the 

husband’s room, but instead he went in. When he 

came out Mrs. Blackwell was upset at him. When 

they left that day, one of them saw she had on a red 

hourglass bracelet and they remembered that a man 

at the museum had on the same kind of bracelet. If 

you want to find out what they are hiding, check out 

this book in the library!            by Hannah Luiza 

 

 

 

 

 

Devon Snelling completed the first half of her book. 

Kaylea Kudlaty  completed her Oasis section-6 

verses said at one time.  All of the Trekkers have 

been working very hard on their sections every 

week. 

 

Here’s what they have to say about Trek: 

 

Joe:  The most fun I have in Trek is the game time 

and the work time. 

Kaylea:  What I like most about Trek is that everyone 

in this class is my age.  I also really like the fact that 

everyone moves at their own speed with the verses 

and that the lessons are easy for me to understand. 

Devon:  I like the outings we go on. 

Hannah:  I like Trek because we get to learn and my 

parents are my teachers. 

Randy:  What I like about Trek is that we learn 

verses from the Bible, the people are friendly, and the 

games are fun. 

 

Mr. Luiza also started a new series titled “Don’t Just 

Stand Around” about the fruit of the Spirit for counsel 

time. 

 

Bowling at Bradnan’s Bowling Center in Southland 

on Saturday, March 28
th

 

 

 

HANNAH 

GUARDS 

HER PINK 

BALL! 

JOE 

COMPLETES 

HIS FRAME. 

BOWLING’S OVER; WHERE’S THE 

FOOD? 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.southeastbaptist.org/Portals/0/Trek%2520logo%2520red.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.southeastbaptist.org/Ministries/AWANA/tabid/54/Default.aspx&usg=__BgOR8BUyqMdAKejx9ZSckN8OxIM=&h=375&w=1800&sz=132&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=_aH_aIQd2hBdxM:&tbnh=31&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3DTREK%2Blogo%2Bfor%2BAWANA%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4GGLD_enUS310US310%26sa%3DN


 

 

 

 

 

WAS HELD FEBRUARY 21 

AT 1:00 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AWANA AWA RDS 

 

 

Hopper Patch –  

Abby Calaway 

 

Luv E. Lamb Patch – Elizabeth Belford  

   Abby Calaway 

 

 

  

Rank 

 Hiker – Ryan Kudlaty 

 

 Review 

 Hiker – Justin Luiza 

 

 Red Jewels 

 Hiker #3 – Paige Horton 

 Climber #3 – Micah Thomas 

 

 Green Jewels 

 Skipper #3 – Maliyah Williams 

 Climber #2 – Micah Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 

Discovery Zone 

3-4: Julie Calaway (finished all SILVER 

ACTIVITIES) 

Molly Calaway, Emily Kudlaty, Hannah McDivitt, 

Manpriet Thomas, Alecia Williamson, Natalie 

Dignan 

5-6: Isabella Belford, Hannah Tuch, Sammy 

Delashmitt, Cameron Luiza, Jared Magnani 

 

 

 

 

TEEN WARRIORS  

MARK  YOUR CALENDARS!  
Apr il  activities  
17  Hangout at Bodenmillers 

25 Hebron service event 

26 Youth Night/Afterglo 

 

May activities  
17 Parents meeting after AM 

service  

30 Parent Teen cookout 

31Youth  Night/Afterglo 

 

July activities  
13-17 VBS 

20-25 Camp CoBeAc  

27-31 Teen Leadership Conference 

THE “TRACK” 

THE WINNERS 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.northfairfield.com/assets/awana_pics/tt_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.northfairfield.com/ministry_pages/awana.html&usg=__zcP84s5ewBWksY5NJh5grasmZmI=&h=290&w=425&sz=29&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=zlVSbAeDHzCFiM:&tbnh=86&tbnw=126&prev=/images%3Fq%3DTurth%2Band%2BTraining%2Blogo%2Bfor%2BAWANA%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4GGLD_enUS310US310%26sa%3DG
http://www.awana.org/leader_resources/cubbies


 


